Estate Planning Service Agreement

Decker Consulting (Decker) has made special arrangements with the law firm, James, Smith, Durkin & Connelly, LLP so clients may obtain estate documents at a cost substantially reduced from the normal legal fees charged for such services.

The law firm has agreed to provide each individual and his/her spouse, if applicable, with the following documents at the stated fee. The fee paid to the law firm includes the preparation of the applicable documents, as well as two thirty-minute meetings (unless noted otherwise in the document description) with the client(s). The purpose of the first meeting is to review your preliminary information and develop an estate plan. The second meeting will be held to sign your documents.

The fee for administration, paid to Decker Consulting includes review of this form during a one-hour session.  Additional time spent with Decker Consulting is charged at $250/ hour.

If you have requested special planning provisions, additional attorney time will be required to complete your documents. By signing this agreement, you agree that any additional time required to draft your special requests will be billed to you at $300.00/hour. The attorney will contact you prior to drafting any special planning provisions to discuss any additional fees.

The law firm has agreed to provide you with legal services only. Decker Consulting has agreed to provide you with administrative services associated with compiling and validating the preliminary information to prepare your documents. The planning options and associated costs are valid for the next 90 days. If you have an old form, please contact Decker for revised pricing. 
	Documents
	Legal Fee
	Admin. Fee
	Total Fee
	Mark Options Chosen

	A. SIMPLE ESTATE DOCUMENTS — Prepare simple wills, trust and guardians for minor-age children, statutory durable powers of attorney, medical power of attorney, beneficiary arrangements and living wills. Fee includes two attorney meetings totaling 30 minutes and one hour of counseling with Decker.
	$350
	$425
	$775
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B. GUARDIANSHIP DOCUMENTS For non-US citizens with home country documents — Permanent and temporary guardian appointments and medical power of attorney. Two-hour meeting with Decker and 15 minute meeting with attorney included with fee.
	$200
	$500
	$700
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C-1. TAX PLANNED DOCUMENTS WITH or WITHOUT GENERATION SKIPPING — Prepare wills with family trust and marital trust (for married persons), generation skipping trust provisions, statutory durable power of attorney, medical power of attorney, beneficiary arrangements and living wills plus one-hour attorney meeting and document binder. Fee includes one-hour of counseling with Decker
	$750
	$475
	$1,225
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C-2. TAX PLANNED DOCUMENTS FOR NON-U.S. CITIZENS WITH QUALIFIED DOMESTIC TRUST and WITH or WITHOUT GENERATION SKIPPING — Prepare wills with family trust, qualified domestic trust, with generation skipping descendants trusts, statutory durable power of attorney, medical power of attorney, beneficiary arrangements and living wills plus one-hour attorney meeting and document binder. Fee includes one-hour of counseling with Decker.
	$875
	$525
	$1,400
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D. REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST TO AVOID PROBATE— Prepare pour-over wills and revocable living trust with family and marital trusts (or qualified domestic trust for married non-U.S. citizens) and generation skipping descendants trusts, statutory durable power of attorney, medical power of attorney and living wills. Fee includes transfer of one deed, filing fee, attorney meeting, and document binder. Client may request transfer of additional deeds at $90.00 per deed. Fee includes one-hour counseling with Decker.
	$1,000
	$550
	$1,550
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E. IRREVOCABLE LIFE INSURANCE TRUST or IRREVOCABLE INVESTMENT TRUST FOR DESCENDANTS — Prepare irrevocable generation skipping trust, withdrawal letters, and memorandum explaining operation and administration of trust plus attorney meeting and 30 minutes of counseling with Decker.
	$625
	$425
	$1,050
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Multi-Party Representation for Married Couples: There is an important ethical matter that must be dealt with at the commencement of this representation of you in connection with your estate planning. Each of you is advised of the hazards of multi-party representation by one attorney or by one planner. The interest of one spouse may not be promoted to the disadvantage of the other spouse. An attorney and the planner may act as the common representative for more than one person in a common enterprise or endeavor for so long as the common interests do not differ or potentially differ. Both of you are advised to obtain the services of independent legal counsel to insure that your legal interests are best protected. You are clients of both the law firm and Decker Consulting and as long as your interests are not in conflict, these firms may ethically continue to represent both of you. This engagement document will confirm that you have been advised that during the course of estate planning work conflicts may arise between you with respect to the ownership of your property and its desired disposition during your lifetime and at your deaths. You have disclosed no facts that might give rise to a conflict, however, such a possibility always exists. If any conflict, which could affect your estate planning, does arise, you have an obligation to so advise these firms.

Complete and Free Disclosure: In addition to informing these firms of any conflict which arises between you, you have each agreed that there will be complete and free disclosure and exchanges of all information given to these firms in the course of this representation. Such information shall not be confidential as between you. In order to adequately advise you, you will need to provide information concerning your financial resources and business and family matters, You must provide full disclosure of all such information as the type of documents which are prepared for you depend in large part on the assets you state that you own. Of course, such information is held in strictest confidence. You also agree to discuss any issues that may arise with respect to the preparation and execution of any documents in good faith and your conduct at all times will be fair and open with one another and with Decker Consulting and the law firm.

Future Events: Estate planning documents may be complex to read and understand. It will be your affirmative duty to comprehensively review documents prepared for you before execution, and to ask for an explanation of any provisions you do not understand. Any changes made to your documents after they are executed will be billed to you on an hourly basis. You may decide that the types of documents or provisions in the documents you want to execute are different from ones requested on this form. Decker Consulting and the law firm shall not be responsible for any consequences resulting from such a change. Similarly, changes will likely occur in tax, property, probate and other laws, which could impact your estate, plan. Unfortunately, it is not possible to review the file of each client to determine the impact of court cases, rulings and other changes in the law. Furthermore, changes will likely occur in your own family, in your marital status and in your finances, any of which could impact your estate plan. Hence, you should have your plan reviewed regularly, and you acknowledge that the law firm and Decker Consulting have no duty to review your documents or estate plan unless you request them to do so and agree to pay a reasonable fee for such review.

The law firm has agreed in this contract to provide you with legal services only. You have been advised of the advantages and disadvantages, if any, of having the legal documents listed on page one of this document prepared, and the law firm has agreed to prepare such documents at a stated fee. The attorneys at the law firm are not financial planners, investment advisors, insurance agents or money managers. Decker Consulting has agreed in this contract to provide you with administrative services only to facilitate the drafting of these documents. You are free to invest your money and property in any way you see fit, and neither the law firm, nor Decker Consulting make representations or warranties as to the financial products which may be purchased by you as a part of your overall estate plan. You are urged to research as best you can the financial strength and viability of any company whose products you purchase. 

I understand that Decker Consulting is not a law firm and none of its employees are lawyers. The fee I am paying to Decker Consulting is an administrative fee to compensate them for their help in compiling some of the information that will be used by the law firm in preparing my estate planning documents.  

I further understand that the law firm, James, Smith, Durkin & Connelly, LLP is the law firm I have hired to prepare my estate planning documents, that a specific retainer agreement with the firm may be provided to me at my first meeting with the attorney and that the attorneys at this law firm are not my financial planners. I further understand that the information I have provided on this form is designed to give the lawyers at James, Smith, Durkin & Connelly, LLP an idea of my intentions regarding my estate plan and that my estate planning documents will not be prepared until I have discussed my intentions with an attorney from this law firm.

Prices and Terms Subject To Change: The prices and terms of this contract are subject to change. Until you execute this contract and deliver a check in the stated amount to Decker Consulting, such prices and terms may be modified at the discretion of Decker Consulting and the law firm. The prices on this contract are valid 90 days from receipt of the contract.

Payment of Fees:  Please make one check for administration payable to Decker Consulting. Please make one check payable to the law firm - James, Smith, Durkin & Connelly, LLPs - for legal services.  Mail both checks to Decker Consulting at 7660 Woodway, Suite 599, Houston, TX 77063. We are unable to submit your documents to the attorney without payment in advance.

Term of Contract: The term of this contract will begin on the date this contract is signed and dated and your payment is received. The term of this contract will end six months from such beginning date, unless earlier terminated. Based upon our experience, most estate plans can be fully implemented within such period. Your documents should be ready for review, and drafts will be mailed to you, within four weeks after you have signed this contract and delivered all the necessary information. However, delays may occur which lengthen the time needed to prepare your documents. If by the sixth month you have not executed your documents, the law firm will mail you a letter notifying you that no further attempts will be made to contact you with regard to the execution of your documents. Upon receipt of such letter, the obligations of Decker Consulting and the law firm to you will cease ten days after the mailing of that letter and your file will be closed.

Authorization:  This agreement also authorizes the law firm to communicate with Decker Consulting regarding the drafting of your documents.  The law firm may provide Decker Consulting with copies of your document drafts and original documents upon request by Decker Consulting.

Acceptance: If you are in agreement with the foregoing, please acknowledge this agreement in the space provided below. It would be prudent to seek the advice and counsel of an attorney other than the law firm as to your rights under this contract. Also, you are advised that you have a right to seek a second opinion from qualified legal and tax counsel with regard to any work that will be performed for you. Delivery and acceptance of this agreement may be made by regular mail or facsimile delivered electronically (which shall be considered to be original and as best evidence of the original).

The undersigned and his/her spouse, if applicable, have read and understand this agreement this    day of      , 20     .

Type Name      

Type Spouse Name      
Email this agreement to Decker@DeckerUSA.com
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