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Estate Planning Service

Decker Consulting and Decker Certified Public Accountants are pleased to offer our clients this exceptional service. We have assembled estate planning attorneys who understand our client’s desire for an integrated financial, investment and estate plan. The specific agreement and fees for the service are in a separate ESTATE PLANNING SERVICE AGREEMENT document. The information requested in this form is designed to assist your estate planning attorney in creating an appropriate estate plan for you.  Some of your answers may not be incorporated into your estate plan.

Preliminary Information

Please use Microsoft Word to complete this form.  If Not Applicable, note NA.  Today’s Date      
Your Information

Last Name             First Name            Middle Name             Suffix (Jr., Sr., etc.)       
Citizen of             Date of Birth (M/D/YYYY)            Social Security Number        

If Married, Spouse’s Information

Last Name             First Name             Middle Name            Suffix (Jr., Sr., etc.)       
Citizen of            Date of Birth (M/D/YYYY)            Social Security Number       
Home Address            City             State             Zip Code       
County or Parish             Years Residing in State             Home Phone      
Home E-mail Address             Mail Documents to   FORMDROPDOWN 
 -      
Employer             Position       
Address            City            State           Zip Code      
Your Business E-mail Address       
Phone            Fax             Cell Phone        
Spouse’s Employer             Position        
Address              City             State            Zip Code      
Business E-mail Address       
Phone             Fax             Cell Phone        
	Full Legal Name of Children
	Date of Birth
	Marital Status
	# of children
	Parents – First Names

	     
	Date
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	     
	Date
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	     
	Date
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	     
	Date
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	     
	Date
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     


If you have more than 5 children, please enter information on the additional children below.

     
Do you want children born after your estate document is signed to be included in your distribution plan? 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
             FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

Is any beneficiary receiving government benefits or is any beneficiary physically impaired or mentally handicapped?   FORMDROPDOWN 
  If YES, who      
Have any of your children died leaving heirs?  FORMDROPDOWN 
  If YES, who      
If a beneficiary is receiving government benefits, is physically or mentally handicapped or has died leaving heirs, complicated provisions may need to be added to your documents, the cost of which will be discussed with you and with your agreement, billed to you on an hourly basis.

Marriage date (M/D/YYYY)        If this is not your only marriage and you have children, please indicate the parent of each child:      
CONTACT INFORMATION

If your children are adults, list below their e-mail addresses and current telephone numbers.  We will provide them with a complimentary subscription to Financial Advantage newsletter.
	Name
	E-Mail Address
	Phone Number

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	FINANCIAL STMT

ASSETS & LIABILITIES
	Property Ownership

C=Community 

H = Husband’s Separate 

W=Wife’s Separate 
	U.S. Value
	Foreign Value
	Debt

	Cash & Savings
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Life Insurance on You
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Life Insurance on Spouse
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Installment Notes
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Stocks
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Stock Options
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Bonds
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Mutual Funds
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Investment Real Estate
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Business Interest
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Your Retirement Plans
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Spouse Retirement Plans
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Primary Residence
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Secondary Residence
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Automobiles
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Furniture & Contents
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Jewelry & Collectibles
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Other Assets
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	Your Potential Inheritance
	Separate Property
	     
	     
	

	Spouse Inheritance
	Separate Property
	     
	     
	

	Credit & Consumer Debt
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	
	
	     

	Student Loans
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	
	
	     

	Other Debt
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	
	
	     

	TOTAL ESTATE
	
	$   0.00
	$   0.00
	$   0.00



Do you own stock options granted by an employer?   FORMDROPDOWN 

Employer’s legal name      
Does your spouse own stock options granted by employer?  

Employer’s legal name      
If any of your assets are located outside of your state of residence, indicate below where those assets are located?      
Fiduciary Appointments

NOTE: If your fiduciary will be your spouse, note “Spouse.”  If you want more than one person to serve together as co-fiduciaries, list them both.  Please indicate the relationship of all appointments, for example, brother, mother, friend, etc.

LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
	Will
	SELF
	SPOUSE

	1st Executor
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	2nd Executor 
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	3rd Executor
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     


TESTAMENTARY TRUSTS — FAMILY (Credit Shelter), MARITAL (QTIP), & CHILDREN’S TRUSTS 

If your trustees are the same as your executors, do NOT complete

	Testamentary Trust
	SELF
	SPOUSE

	1st Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	2nd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	3rd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     


REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST to avoid probate

Do you want a revocable living trust to minimize the expense of probate?    FORMDROPDOWN 
.    

If YES, you (and your spouse) will be co-trustees and then your successor executors are the successor trustees.
Guardian Appointments 

Named in your will, for any child less than age 18

Please name only one person as a guardian or as a successor guardian, not a married couple.  You do not have to name the child’s parent as a guardian since that is automatic.

	Guardian
	NAME
	RELATIONSHIP

	1st Guardian
	      
	     

	2nd Guardian
	      
	     

	3rd Guardian
	     
	     


Would you want your guardian’s child(ren) to be an income beneficiary of the trust for higher education needs only until the age of 25?
 FORMDROPDOWN 
    Any Comments?      
DESIGNATION OF HEALTH CARE AGENT FOR CHILDREN 

(including permission to travel)

Because you travel, it is recommended you name a close friend or neighbor who could make health care decisions for your children in your absence.  This document may also permit the agent to serve as a temporary care provider until your wills can be admitted to probate and the permanent guardian is appointed by the court.  

Agent
     

Relationship
     
Successor Agent
     
Relationship
     
Distribution of Your Estate

ULTIMATE DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE IN THE EVENT OF A CATASTROPHE

In the event you, your spouse, children and grandchildren or other named beneficiaries should die without leaving any descendants your estate will automatically pass to your heirs (which generally means “next-of-kin”) as determined by your State’s law.  For married couples, as a general rule, property that was included in your estate will pass to your heirs, and the property included in the surviving spouse’s estate will pass to his or her heirs.

Is it acceptable to you to allow the property to pass to heirs?   FORMDROPDOWN 

If “NO”, you can modify this distribution scheme if you want with the understanding that a complicated distribution scheme will be billed to you on an hourly basis.

Change the default language as follows      
SPECIFIC BEQUESTS

Do you wish to leave funds to anyone other than your spouse or children?  FORMDROPDOWN 

If YES, then complete:

Beneficiary          Percent of estate       %  or dollar amount      
Beneficiary          Percent of estate       %  or dollar amount      
Beneficiary          Percent of estate       %  or dollar amount      
Beneficiary          Percent of estate       %  or dollar amount      
For children and grandchildren
After the surviving spouse dies, do you want to make any specific gifts of cash or real property?  Please list.

Beneficiary            Gift       
Beneficiary            Gift       
Beneficiary            Gift       
Beneficiary            Gift       
GENERAL DISTRIBUTION PROVISIONS FOR TAX-PLANNED DOCUMENTS

NOTE:  Any deviation from the options listed below may result in additional attorney fees. For example, if you want Child A to receive 25% of your estate and Child B 75%, or Child C to be sole trustee at age 25 and Child D at 35, an extra fee would apply. The fee for special drafting language will be discussed with you in advance of the drafting and billed at $300/hour.

For married persons only 

Upon the death of the first spouse, the trust will divide into one or more sub-trusts.  The FAMILY trust is designed to preserve the estate tax exemption of the first spouse to die.  The balance of your estate would normally be paid into the MARITAL trust with the spouse required to receive all income.  If you were to die first, what rights would you want your spouse to have in your share of the FAMILY trust?  Spouse is to received ---

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No income
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Needed income
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  All income

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No principal
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Needed principal

When the surviving spouse dies, your share of the trust property will automatically pass in accordance with your distribution scheme.  However, you can give the surviving spouse the power to override this distribution scheme by giving your surviving spouse a “special power of appointment.”  Do you want the survivor of you to have this power?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No special power of appointment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, the surviving spouse can give the trust property to any of my descendants
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, the surviving spouse can give the trust property to any of my descendants, my family members and/or to any charity or charities.

After the surviving spouse dies, do you want the assets managed as a single trust (pooled) for the benefit of all of your children until the youngest child attains a specified age, after which the trust assets would be divided?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES, have the trust managed as a single trust until my youngest child is age    (typically 25, 30, 35)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO, divide the trust upon the death of my spouse

Would you like your child or grandchild to be a co-trustee with the fiduciary previously named or a sole trustee of his own trust?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Co-trustee at age     (typically age 25) and sole trustee at age     (typically 30 or 35)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sole trustee at age    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sole trustee immediately upon creation of child’s trust

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Never a trustee of his or her trust

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Always a co-trustee

Do you want your assets to be distributed to your child with a

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terminal Trust, the trust terminates during the lifetime of your child, ending when the child is age     (not past age 35 – if you want trusts for a longer period of time, please select Generation Skipping below), or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Generation Skipping Descendants Trust, the trust continues for your child’s life.  Your child could be the trustee.  Your child could receive the trust income and can use the principal for his health, education, maintenance and support.  During your child’s life, the assets within the trust are normally protected from creditors, bankruptcy and divorce.  When your child dies the remaining assets are passed, free of estate tax, to your grandchildren and the trust would then remain for the maximum time permitted by state law.

If your child has no descendants, his or her inheritance will automatically pass to your other children (or to their children).  However, you can give your children the power to override this distribution scheme by giving them a “special power of appointment.”  Do you want your children to have this power?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No power of appointment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes, they can give their trust property to any of my descendants

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes, they can give their trust property to anyone related to them by blood, marriage, adoption, and/or to any charity or charities.

MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS FOR TRUSTS

1. If co-trustees are named, how many signatures are required for property transfers?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One signature
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All trustees’ signatures

2. If there are three or more co-trustees, should decisions be made by --

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Majority rule
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unanimous rule

3. Should trustees provide an accounting of the trust funds to beneficiaries

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Annually
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Upon termination of the trust or change of trustees

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Upon request
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Never

4.
Any comments or questions?      
Powers of Attorney

STATUTORY DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR FINANCIAL DECISIONS

This document authorizes your agent to conduct your financial affairs while you are alive but are mentally or physically incapable of making decisions.  Only one person should serve as your agent at a time.
	DPOA - Financial
	SELF     FORMDROPDOWN 

	SPOUSE     FORMDROPDOWN 


	1st Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	2nd Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	3rd Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     


MEDICAL DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY or ADVANCED HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE

This document authorizes your agent to make health care decisions on your behalf if you are alive but are mentally or physically incapable of making decisions.  Only one person can serve as your agent at a time.

	DPOA – Health Care
	SELF
	SPOUSE

	1st Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	Address
	     
	     

	City, State, Country
	     
	     

	Phone Number
	     
	     

	E-mail Address
	     
	     

	2nd Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	Address
	     
	     

	City, State, Country
	     
	     

	Phone Number
	     
	     

	E-mail Address
	     
	     

	3rd Agent
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	Address
	     
	     

	City, State, Country
	     
	     

	Phone Number
	     
	     

	E-mail Address
	     
	     


LIVING WILL, DIRECTIVE TO PHYSICIAN
This document is your declaration that you would want to withhold life support measures if you have a terminal illness or injury.  In some states it is incorporated into the Medical Durable Power of Attorney.

Self
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Withhold life support
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Do NOT withhold life support

Spouse 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Withhold life support
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Do NOT withhold life support

Other Estate Planning Documents

IRREVOCABLE LIFE INSURANCE TRUST (ILIT)

NOTE: An ILIT is generally used to remove life insurance from an estate, placing it into a trust and thereby, with planning, make the proceeds free of both income tax and estate tax.  If you request an ILIT and you and your spouse have a joint life insurance policy, neither may serve as a trustee.  If only one spouse has coverage, then the other spouse may be a trustee. Therefore, if you want your spouse to be the trustee, you may only have one ILIT.  If you want someone other than a spouse to be the trustee, you may have 2 separate ILITs.

	ILIT Trust
	SELF
	SPOUSE

	1st Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	2nd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	3rd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     


IRREVOCABLE INVESTMENT TRUST FOR CHILDREN OR GRANDCHILDREN

NOTE:  To distribute assets to your children or grandchildren NOW, this trust offers significant benefits.  If you create a trust for your children or grandchildren, you should not serve as the trustee.  These trusts are generally used for educational funding or for transferring your wealth while you are alive.  Do you intend to have

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   one trust for all children and/or grandchildren or 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   a trust for each child and his or her descendants or 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   a separate trust for each child and each grandchild?

If grandchildren are included, please list the names and dates of birth of your grandchildren.

     
	Investment Trust
	One Trust 
	A Trust for each child & his or her descendents

	1st Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	2nd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     

	3rd Trustee
	      
	     

	Relationship
	     
	     


The Action Plan

1. Retain a copy of this form for your files.

2. E-mail this ESTATE planning SERVICE form and the estate planning agreement to Decker@DeckerUSA.com.
3. Make payment to Decker Consulting for administration fee in the ESTATE PLANNING AGREEMENT.

4. Make payment to the law firm listed in the ESTATE PLANNING AGREEMENT. Additional services for any special drafting (noted in boxes in this form) will be billed directly by the attorney.

5. Please mail both checks to Decker Consulting at 7660 Woodway, Suite 599, Houston, TX 77063.

6. Once you have emailed the forms, please call Decker Consulting at 713-782-9974 to schedule your one-hour telephone or personal appointment to review your form.  You will have time to ask questions!
7. Once the appointment is held to review your form, the revised form is emailed to the attorney and we mail your check to the attorney.  The attorney will call you to schedule a meeting or telephone conference to develop your estate plan. Following that meeting, he will draft the requested documents and either send the draft copies to you or set a telephone appointment to verify information for the final estate planning documents.

8. If you receive a draft document, you must review it in a timely manner, contact the attorney for revisions in advance of your appointment and set an appointment to execute your estate plan.  Be prepared to explain your documents to the attorney.

9. Decker recommends you mail a copy of your documents to your successor executors.  Our firm retains a copy of this form so that we will be able to assist you and your family members. If your children are adults, they also should consider having estate documents coordinated with your documents.

10. If a family member should die, contact Decker immediately for guidance. Also advise your executors to contact Decker Consulting in the event of your death.

Thank you for selecting Decker Consulting & Decker Certified Public Accountants 

to help you with your estate planning

Web site: www.DeckerUSA.com 

General Diagrams of 

Possible Estate Planning Documents

This is not your specific estate plan. You may wish to view these diagrams in Print Preview. 

All plans normally have the following documents, if requested:


Form A – The Simple Estate Documents 


Upon Your Death, your will divides assets


When the Surviving Spouse Dies

Survivor’s Last Will & Testament Dictates the Distribution





Form C1 - 

Tax Planned Estate Documents with Generation Skipping Provisions 


Upon Your Death






When your child dies, the trust assets pass to your grandchildren or heirs in trust
* The amount that can be placed in the Family Trust (also known as a By-Pass Trust) increases from $1,500,000 to $3,000,000 in 2009.  In 2010 the estate tax is eliminated and in 2011 and thereafter the amount not subject to estate tax drops to $1,000,000.
Form C2 -

Tax Planned Estate Documents with Generation Skipping

For Non-US Citizen Surviving Spouse

Upon Your Death







When your child dies, the trust assets pass to your grandchildren or heirs in trust
* The amount that can be placed in the Family Trust (also known as a By-Pass Trust) increases from $1,500,000 to $3,000,000 in 2009.  In 2010 the estate tax is eliminated and in 2011 and thereafter the amount not subject to estate tax drops to $1,000,000.
If you are a non-resident of the US, the estate tax exemption is $60,000.
 Form D -

Revocable Living Trusts with Tax Planned Estate Documents

with Generation Skipping 

Upon Your Death



Surviving Spouse Dies, Your Estate Passes


Example:  John and spouse Susan own $4,000,000 in community assets in a revocable trust.  Upon John’s death, Susan retains her $ 2,000,000 in the revocable living trust.  John’s $2,000,000 is divided with $1,500,000* passing into the Family Trust and $500,000 into the Marital Trust.  Susan is the trustee of both trusts and may use the principal for her health, education, maintenance and support (HEMS).   Susan may also have the income from the Family Trust and is required to take the income from the Marital Trust.  

Upon Susan’s death, the remaining assets in John’s trusts pass to John’s designated heirs, normally his children, in trust.  The children may each become the trustee of their own trust, may have the income and may use the principal for HEMS.  The assets are protected from creditors, bankruptcy, and divorce.  

Upon the death of each child, the assets in that child’s trust passes to John’s grandchildren in trust, with continued asset protection.  Each grandchild may become a trustee of his or her own trust.  When the grandchild dies, any assets remaining in the trust are now subject to estate tax.

























Pull-down menu












































3. Remainder of Net Estate to Heirs (normally surviving spouse)





1. Specific Bequests go to Individuals or Charities





2. Taxes & any debts are paid





Probate Assets are distributed through the terms of your Will








Non-probate Assets are distributed by the beneficiary arrangements in your contracts





Medical Durable Power of Attorney,


Financial Durable Power of Attorney,


Living Wills


&


Beneficiary Arrangements





















































Right click to TOTAL.





3. If Adult Heirs - Outright to Heirs





2. Estate taxes & debts are paid





1. Specific Bequests go to Individuals or Charities





4. If Minor Age Heirs –In Trust until a specific age





Your Will Distributes Your Probate Estate





3. Family Trust is funded to a maximum of $1,500,000* in 2004 (less any specific bequests made to individuals other than a spouse)








2. Taxes & any debts are paid





3. Family Trust is funded to a maximum of $1,500,000* in 2004 (less any specific bequests made to individuals other than a spouse)








4. The remainder of your Net Estate is placed in your Marital Trust





1. Specific bequests to individuals or charities





5. When your surviving spouse dies, your estate passes to your children in a Trust or a trust for each child





Your spouse typically has “mirror” documents that create his or her Family & Marital Trusts, so upon the surviving spouse’s death the estate passes to her children in Trust.











Your Will Distributes Your Probate Estate





4. Remainder of Your Net Estate is placed in a QDOT. Spouse must have income. Any principal withdrawn is taxed at 50%


























Revocable Living Trust holds your probate assets – home, car, bank accts, - and you and spouse are co-trustees.








Your Will distributes any probate assets not transferred to your revocable living trust.





3. Family Trust is funded to a maximum of $1,500,000* (less value of specific bequests if made to non-spouse)








Surviving Spouse’s assets held in original Revocable Living Trust





4. Marital Trust or QDOT for balance of net estate greater than $1,500,000





1. Specific Bequests 





2. Taxes & debts paid








To your children and heirs, in Trust





2. Taxes & any debts are paid





1. Specific bequests to individuals or charities





Your spouse typically has “mirror” documents that create his or her Family & Marital Trusts, so upon the surviving spouse’s death the estate passes to her children in Trust.





5. When your surviving spouse dies, your estate passes to your children in a Trust or a trust for each child
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